

UPPER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND     RECREATION BOARD  Monthly Meeting Minutes February 20th, 2025
CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL:
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The monthly meeting for the Upper Macungie Township Recreation Board was held on Thursday, February 20th, 2025, at the UMT meeting room.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1zwqemfzw09h]Recreation Board members present: Matthew Bernard, Neeraj Sharma, Jaclyn Svetcov, and Gwen McCurdy.  Also present: Recreation Manager Ryan Griffiths, Parks and Recreation Public Works Lead: Jim Soltis. Community members: Ann Wolfe and her husband
[bookmark: _heading=h.nwwidlastl21]PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:
-Chairperson Matthew Bernard called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. He asked all present to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: none
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:
-A motion was made by Matthew to approve the November 2024 minutes, Neeraj seconded, all approved.  
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
-Ann Wolfe and her husband attended the meeting requesting the possible building of additional tennis courts in the township. They frequently cannot find an open court to play, even after driving around to several locations. With the amount of building in the area they were hoping that more courts could be constructed.
STAFF REPORTS:
-Winter Program Statistics: Many of the winter workshops continue to grow this year with high levels of participation and interest.
-WinterFest Event Debrief: Approximately 1000 participants attended this outdoor event at Grange Park with food and beverage trucks, firepits, fire twirler, face painting, musical entertainment, live ice carving, etc, and a fun time was had by all. 
-CPROSP Updates:
· Public Input Survey Responses: Public Survey Response to date is 1,100. This is a very high number compared to other townships. 
· Steering Committee #4 Review: The next Steering Committee meeting will be 3/4/25.
· Upcoming Meeting Announcement: The next Public Meeting will be 3/13/25.
-2025 Summer Camp Program/ Staff Hiring: UMT is excited to bring  enrichment activities onsite to the playground camp like the Wildlands Conservancy and other local organizations, as well as incorporate more STEM activities, crafts, etc. Field trips are planned to various sites around the Lehigh Valley. Over 30 staff members will be needed and applications are available on the township website. Summer camp registration for campers will open in early March.
-Monthly E-Newsletters/ Spring & Summer 2025 Newsletter: There is a goal of March 3rd to have it out to households ahead of the summer camp registration.
-Sponsorship Package Updates: There is an updated sponsorship opportunities information booklet with packages to accommodate all needs. There are various tiers with the different benefits that are offered to sponsors and businesses and donors are encouraged to come and be part of the events. We are currently at $34,200.00 in donations so far this year.
-New Event Opportunity: Some vendors have reached out asking UMT to hold a food truck night on Thursdays at Grange park in summer and fall. This is to replace the weekly Food Truck night at South Mall that will be on pause since there will be construction in that area that impacts this weekly event. 
-Pavilion/Field Rental Reservation Process Updates: One major focus is learning more about what is going on and how the park facilities are being used in order keep events organized and up to date.


OLD BUSINESS:
-Winter Bathroom Options (Nov-Mar): This accommodation is being investigated and it is likely that facilities will be available at some of the busier parks in the future with some being portable toilets. 
-Lehigh Valley Cricket Club: Meetings have occurred between the Parks and Rec team and LV Cricket Club to come up with a game plan to move forward with the needs of the Cricket Club. It was a very productive and educational meeting to help understand the needs and priorities of the team. 
-SPYA Ball Wall(s) Project: The project is moving forward with appropriate specifications and certifications that need to be conducted. The township is committed to making this a quality construction that can last for years to come.

NEW BUSINESS: 
-Ricky Park Comments/Concerns: A township resident expressed concerns about Ricky Park which included additional feedback from neighbors about improvements. Roots are starting to lift some of the walking trails. Upgraded signage is needed(which is in the works for all parks as a whole) as well as tree planting and rain garden expansion. A Movie in the Park at Ricky is also requested which is already booked with a date in the upcoming year.


COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: 


ADJOURNMENT:
-Gwen  made a motion to adjourn at 7:42 pm,  Neeraj seconded, all agreed.
-Next month’s meeting is scheduled for Thursday March 20th, 2025, at 7:00PM at the Township building. 
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